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Hate Speech Against Koreans in Japan

Since around 2010, hate speech against 
Koreans in Japan is on the rise

For example, racist group, Zaitokukai was 
established in 2006

Surge of online hate speech against Koreans in 
Japan since 2000s

Number of offline hate speech demonstrations: 
2013 (347cases), 2014 (378 cases), 2015 (250 
cases)

Before 2016, no law prohibits advocacy of 
national, racial, or religious hatred, and hate 
speech is protected as freedom of expression.

Police are protecting racists from those who 
protest against hate speech. 

Korea is evil, and Korea is 
enemy, so Kill Koreans. 
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Background of hate speech against Koreans in Japan

Biases against Koreans since colonial period

Political and historical issues between Japan and 

South/North Korea (Dokdo/Takeshima, Comfort 

Women, Forced Labor during WWII, 

North Korean Missile, Abduction, etc)

Rise of Korean Economy

>> Anxiety over Japan’s economic position

Widening economic inequality 

Koreans in Japan as most visible minority group in Japan

Koreans in 

Japan become a 

main target of 

Japanese 

Nationalism
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Civil Society’s Response

• Counter Action 
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Civil Society’s Response

• Counter Speech 
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Measures to Address Hate Speech (3)

Litigation (Kyoto Korean School Cases in 2009 – Hate Crimes) 

・In 2013, Kyoto District Court Rule for the Korean School and 
considered racist motive as a factor to increase the 
compensation

・Court ruled that “Acts of hate speech targeting an unspecified 
number of persons or groups cannot be addressed under the 
current legal system in Japan, unless a new law is enacted”
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International Human Rights Advocacy in the UN

(2014)
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Impacts of UN recommendations in 2014

• Increased media coverage on hate speech 

• Establishment of a hate speech project team inside the ruling party 

LDP (Jimin-tou) (September, 2014)

• Opposition parties submitted a bill prohibiting racial 

discrimination (suspended due to the opposition of LDP)

• Ministry of Justice started to place anti-hate speech ads in 

newspapers, put up posters, run notices on the internet (Nov 2014)

• US Department of State Human Rights Reports 2015 mentioned 

about hate speech in Japan.

• More than 300 municipalities adopted the resolution urging the 

national government to take measures against hate speech based 

on the UN Recommendations
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 14 

In response to lobbying efforts by NGOs and human rights activists, Korean National 

Congress on December 2, 2014, adopted the resolution urging the Japanese government to 

combat anti-Korean hate speech in Japan. The resolution explicitly mentioned about the 

recommendations from the UN Human Rights Committee and UN CERD Committee as a 

reason for adopting such resolution.39 

In addition, NGOs and activists have tried to gather attention of other countries in 

Japan on hate speech issues. For example, they invited consulate generals of foreign 

embassies, and foreign media for symposiums on hate speech. Country Reports on Human 

Rights Practices written by Department of the States of the United States referred to the 

recommendations regarding hate speech issued by the UN Human Rights Committee in 2014 
and 2015.  

 

(vi) Summary 

 

 In sum, the recommendations issued by the UN treaty bodies spread through mass 
media as well as social media managed by NGOs and activists. The recommendations seem 

to renew the legitimacy of movements for regulation on hate speech, and empowered NGOs 
to continue mobilization. They have tried to approach members of the Congress to make a 

comprehensive anti-discrimination law including hate speech regulations. Also, they 
approached local municipalities to put pressure on the national Congress. NGOs have also 

approached foreign government and asked them to put pressure on the Japanese government, 
and continued to use mass and small media globally to raise awareness on hate speech. In 

each process, the recommendations from UN treaty bodies seem to catalyze the mobilization.  
 

Figure: NGO's Approach for Hate Speech Regulation using International Human 

Rights Law 
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 http://ajw.asahi.com/article/asia/korean_peninsula/AJ201412030046 
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地方自治体の意見書採択
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Enactment of Hate Speech Elimination Act 

(2016 May)

• Declare that hate speech will not be tolerated 
(Preamble)

• Preparation and Maintenance of a Consultation 
System (Article 5)

• Enhancement of Education (Article 6)

• Awareness Raising Activities (Article 7)

• No penalty for hate speech

• Only addressing hate speech. Lack of 
comprehensive anti-racial discrimination law.
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Impact of the New Law

• Decrease in the number of hate rallies and 
demonstrations

• Order of Ministry of Justice to delete online 
videos describing hate speech against specific 
individuals or institutions

• Court decision prohibiting hate rallies and 
demonstrations closed to Korean towns

• Promoting the movement of making ordinance 
addressing hate speech (Osaka, Tokyo, Setagaya, 
Kawasaki, etc)

• Promoting voluntary regulations on hate speech by 
internet companies
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Remaining Issues  

(Xenophobic Political Party)

・ Hate Speech used in the political 

campaign

・Makoto Sakurai, a leader of racist 

group, ran for election for Governor 

of Tokyo and got more than 110,000 
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Online Hate Speech 
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Online hate speech causes hate crimes 
Racist website 
causes around 
1000 disciplinary 
actions against 
Korean lawyers.
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Hostile Media Environment against Koreans

·
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Recommendations

• Making comprehensive anti-racial 
discrimination law

• Establish measures to protect ethnic minorities

• Make more ordinances at the municipal level 
addressing hate speech and racial discrimination

• Strengthen measures against online hate speech 
and hate crimes

• Strengthen human rights education (with a focus 
on history education and anti-discrimination 
education)
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